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To be written as an examination, under supervision, within a maximum of three hours.  

You may use a dictionary that does not contain paradigms (e.g., Cassell’s). Please write 

in ink on every other line of the paper provided. The only identification on the contest 

papers should be your pen name.   

 

 

This is America’s day. This is democracy’s day. A day of history and hope. Of renewal 
and resolve. Through a crucible1 for the ages America has been tested anew and 
America has risen to the challenge. Today, we celebrate the triumph not of a 
candidate, but of a cause, the cause of democracy. The will of the people has been 
heard and the will of the people has been heeded. We have learned again that 
democracy is precious. Democracy is fragile. And at this hour, my friends, 
democracy has prevailed. So now, on this hallowed ground where just days ago 
violence sought to shake this Capitol’s very foundation, we come together as one 
nation, under God, indivisible, to carry out the peaceful transfer of power as we have 
for more than two centuries. We look ahead in our uniquely American way – 
restless, bold, optimistic—and set our sights on the nation we know we can be and 
we must be. . . . 
 
I have just taken the sacred oath each of these patriots took—an oath first sworn by 
George Washington. But the American story depends not on any one of us, not on 
some of us, but on all of us. On “We the People” who seek a more perfect Union. This 
is a great nation and we are a good people. Over the centuries through storm and 
strife, in peace and in war, we have come so far. But we still have far to go.  We will 
press forward with speed and urgency, for we have much to do in this winter of  
peril and possibility.  Much to repair. Much to restore. Much to heal. Much to build. 
And much to gain. 
 

 
1 catinus, ī m. 


