ETA SIGMA PHI

Fortieth Annual Latin Prose Composition Contest (2006)

To be written as an examination, under supervision, within a maximum of three hours.
The contestant is permitted to use an English-Latin lexicon (e.g., Cassell’s) but no other
helps. The only identification on the contest paper should be the contestant’s pen name;
please write on every other line of the paper provided. The following selection comes
from an endnote to C. S. Lewis's Till We Have Faces. The endnote includes a summary of
the tale of Cupid and Psyche from Apuleius' Metamorphoses, Lewis's source for the
novel. The similarity to the Apuleian telling should allow for literal translation but the
idiosyncratic style should allow for creative expression.

...Psyche meanwhile wandered away, wretched and desolate, and attempted to
drown herself in the first river she came to; but the God Pan frustrated her attempt and
warned her never to repeat it. After many miseries she fell into the hands of her bitterest
enemy, Venus, who seized her for a slave, beat her, and set her what were meant to be
impossible tasks. The first, that of sorting out seeds into separate heaps, she did by the
help of some friendly ants. Next, she had to get a hank of golden wool from some man-
killing sheep; a reed by a river bank whispered to her that this could be achieved by
plucking the wool off the bushes. After that, she had to fetch a cupful of the water of the
Styx, which could be reached only by climbing certain impracticable mountains, but an
eagle met her, took the cup from her hand, and returned with it full of water. Finally she
was sent down to the lower world to bring back to Venus, in a box, the beauty of
Persephone, the Queen of the Dead. A mysterious voice told her how she could reach
Persephone and yet return to our world; on the way she would be asked for help by
various people who seemed to deserve her pity, but she must refuse them all. And when
Persephone gave her the box (full of beauty) she must on no account open the lid to look
inside. Psyche obeyed all this and returned to the upper world with the box; but then at
last curiosity overcame her and she looked into it. She immediately lost consciousness.

Cupid now came to her again, but this time he forgave her. He interceded with
Jupiter, who agreed to permit his marriage and make Psyche a goddess. Venus was
reconciled and they all lived happily ever after.



