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Intermediate Latin
To be written as an examination, under supervision, within a maximum of two hours. No lexicon

or other help is permitted. Please write in ink on every other line of the paper provided. The only
identification on the contest papers should be your pen name.

In this excerpt from Bellum Civile 3, Caesar narrates the death of Pompey Magnus.
Recently defeated at the Battle of Pharsalus, Pompey fled to Egypt to gain the support of
Egypt and the young King Ptolemy XIII. Glossed words are marked in bold.

[103] 1bi cast réx erat Ptolomaeus, puer aetate, magnis copiis cum sordore Cleopatra bellum
geréns, quam paucis post mensibus per suds propinquos atque amicos regnd expulerat;
castraque Cleopatrae non longo spatio ab €ius castris distabant. ad eum Pompg€ius misit, ut pro
hospitid atque amicitia patris Alexandria reciperétur atque illius opibus in calamitate tegerétur.
sed qui ab ed missT erant, confecto légationis officio liberius cum militibus régis conloqui
coepérunt edsque hortari, ut suum officium Pomp€id praestarent neve €ius fortinam

despicerent. [...]

[104] his tum cognitis rébus, amicT régis, qui propter actatem €ius in procuratione erant regni,
stve timore adducti, ut postea praedicabant, sollicitato exercitii regio, n€ Pompé&ius Alexandriam
Aegyptumque occuparet, sive despecta €ius fortiina, ut plerumque in calamitate ex amicis
inimict exsistunt, iis qui erant ab €0 missi, palam liberaliter respond€runt eumque ad régem
audacia, et L. Septimium tribiinum militum ad interficiendum Pomp&ium misérunt. ab his
liberaliter ipse appellatus et quadam ndtitia Septim1 perductus, quod belld praedonum apud
eum ordinem diixerat, naviculam parviilam conscendit cum paucis suis; ibi ab Achilla et

Septimid interficitur.



Vocabulary and Notes

[103]

casu

aetate
propinquos
eum

patris
opibus
tegeretur
legationis
Iiberius

hortari
praestarent
despicerent

[104]
procuratione
sollicitato
regio

ut
plerumque
exsistunt
palam

ipst

clam
praefectum
ipse

notitia
praedonum
apud eum
naviculam

“by chance”

aetas, aetatis f. period of life, age

propinquus -a -um adj. near, neighboring; relatives

viz. Ptolomaeum

King Ptolemy XII Auletes, father of Ptolemy XIII

ops, opis f. help, aid; pl. wealth; resources

tego, -ere, texi, tectum. to cover; protect

legatio, -onis f. embassy, legation

liber, -era, -erum adj. free; unrestrained. The comparative degree here
signifies excess: “too ... ”

hortor, -ari, -atus sum. to exhort, encourage

praesto, -stare, -stiti -stitum. to aid; guarantee

despicio, -ere, -spexi, -spectum. to look down (on), scorn

prociuratio, -onis f. management, responsibility for management
sollicito (1) to stir up, agitate, incite
regius -a -um adj. royal, of a king
Translate with “as”

adv. often

existo, -ere. to come into being; turn into
adv. openly, publicly

Viz. amici régis

adv. secretly

praefectus -1 m. prefect, commander

viz. Pompéius

natitia -ae f. acquaintance, knowledge
praedo -onis m. robber; pirate

“under his [Pompey’s] command”
navicula -ae f. skiff, small ship



