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E X E C U T I V E - S E C R E T A R Y ' S L E T T E R 

T h e v e r y s t i m u l a t i n g N i n e t e e n t h A n n u a l M e e t i n g of E t a S i g m a P h i 
at t h e C o l l e g e of W i l l i a m and M a r y ( e l s e w h e r e r e p o r t e d i n t h i s n u m b e r ) 
m a k e s it v e r y c l e a r t h a t E t a S i g m a P h i i s a g a i n r e a d y t o r e s u m e a n d t o 
e x p a n d i t s a c t i v i t i e s a s a n a t i o n a l h o n o r a r y c l a s s i c a l f r a t e r n i t y . T h e 
E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y i s d e e p l y a p p r e c i a t i v e of t h e h i g h h o n o r t h a t h a s 
b e e n a c c o r d e d h i m i n h i s e l e c t i o n t o h i s p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n , and it i s a l 
m o s t a b e l a b o r i n g of t h e o b v i o u s f o r h i m t o a c k n o w l e d g e a t o n c e t h e 
s p l e n d i d e n c o u r a g e m e n t and a s s i s t a n c e t h a t h a v e c o m e t o h i m f r o m t h e 
N a t i o n a l O f f i c e r s , t h e C h a i r m a n and M e m b e r s of t h e B o a r d of T r u s 
t e e s , and m a n y i n d i v i d u a l f a c u l t y m e m b e r s and s t u d e n t s at v a r i o u s 
C h a p t e r s of t h e f r a t e r n i t y . 

T h e p r e s e n t n u m b e r of T h e N u n t i u s i s e x c e e d i n g l y u n p r e t e n t i o u s . 
It i s i n t e n d e d a s a b e g i n n i n g . It c o m e s w i t h t h e h o p e t h a t m a n y i n o u r 
m e m b e r s h i p w i l l b e p r e p a r e d t o s u b m i t a r t i c l e s , s u g g e s t i o n s , c o m 
m e n t s , and t h e l i k e , t h a t m a y p r o v e u s e f u l i n t h e r e g u l a r f o u r - i s s u e 
v o l u m e of T h e N u n t i u s , p l a n n e d t o a p p e a r i n 1 9 4 7 - 1 9 4 8 , i n t h e m o n t h s 
of N o v e m b e r , J a n u a r y , M a r c h , and M a y . T h e p r e s e n t n u m b e r i s b e i n g 
s e n t t o a l l f o r w h o m n a m e s and a d d r e s s e s a r e n o w a v a i l a b l e . A m p l e 
a d d i t i o n a l c o p i e s w i l l b e h e l d and m a y b e h a d o n r e q u e s t . 

It i s p r o b a b l y a c o r r e c t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h e m o o d of t h e f r a t e r 
n i t y at i t s N i n e t e e n t h A n n u a l M e e t i n g t o p r e s e n t t h e f o l l o w i n g f i v e -
p o i n t p r o g r a m f o r 1 9 4 7 - 1 9 4 8 : 

1. T h e r e a c t i v a t i o n of d o r m a n t C h a p t e r s . 

2. T h e r e c e p t i o n of d u l y q u a l i f i e d n e w C h a p t e r s . 

3. T h e r e s t o r a t i o n of p l a n n e d p r o g r a m s i n a l l a c t i v e C h a p t e r s . 

4 . T h e r e s t i t u t i o n of t h e t r a d i t i o n a l E s s a y C o n t e s t . 

5. T h e r e s u m p t i o n of t h e f o u r - i s s u e a y e a r N u n t i u s . 

W i l l i a m C . K o r f m a c h e r , 

E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y . 



HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 

The nineteenth National Convention 
of Eta Sigma Phi was held at the Col
lege of William and Mary, Wil l iams
burg, Virginia, on Apr i l 3 and 4, 1947. 

Nine chapters were r ep resen ted : 
Gamma (Ohio), Delta (Franklin) , Omega 
(College of Will iam and Mary) , Alpha 
Delta (Agnes Scott), Alpha Epsi lon 
(Lehigh), Alpha Xi (Washington), Alpha 
P i (Gettysburg), Beta Gamma (West-
hampton), and Beta Zeta (Saint Louis) . 

F r o m the standpoint of work accom
plished, th i s convention r a t e s outstand
ing p r a i s e . New officers were e lected. 
These officers were accorded a vote of 
confidence by the r ep resen ted chap te r s 
in the i r plans for the rev iva l of t"he t r a 
ditional act ivi t ies of the f ra terni ty . 

The new national officers a re : 
Herbe r t Tucker , Omega Chapter , the 
College of William and Mary , p res iden t ; 
F r a n k Tatum, Alpha Epsi lon Chapter , 
Lehigh Universi ty, v ice -pres iden t ; C. 
Robert Held, Alpha P i Chapter , Get tys
burg College, s ec r e t a ry ; Richard Wilcox, 
Gamma Chapter , Ohio Univers i ty at 
A t h e n s , t r e a s u r e r . 

During.the t ime that has e lapsed 
since the las t national convention, the 
t e r m s of the m e m b e r s of the board of • 
t r u s t e e s have expired. P r o f e s s o r A. 
P e l z e r Wagener of the College of 
Will iam and Mary (Omega Chapter) , was 
ree lec ted to the Board of T r u s t e e s as 
cha i rman , for two y e a r s . The other 
m e m b e r s of the Board will be: P r o f e s 
sor H. Lloyd Stow, Univers i ty of Okla
homa (Alpha Lambda Chapter) for one 
yea r ; P r o f e s s o r Horace W. Wright, 
Lehigh Univers i ty (Alpha Epsi lon Chap
t e r ) , for two y e a r s ; P r o f e s s o r Wil l iam 
C. Korfmacher , Saint Louis Universi ty 
(Beta Zeta Chapter) , for t h r e e y e a r s ; 
P r o f e s s o r W. F r e d e r i c k Shaffer, 
Get tysburg College (Alpha P i Chapter) , 
for t h r e e y e a r s . 

In addition to his elect ion to the 
B o a r d , P r o f e s s o r Wi l l i amC.Kor fmacher , 
s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r of the C lass i ca l 
Associa t ion of the Middle West and 
South,was elected executive s e c r e t a r y 
and editor of The Nuntius. 

CIRCULAR L E T T E R FROM 
BOARD CHAIRMAN 

P r o f e s s o r A. P e l z e r Wagener, 
Cha i rman of the Board of T r u s t e e s , ad
d r e s s e d a l e t t e r to the national officers 
of Eta Sigma Ph i on August 6, 1947. 

The following a r e excerp t s f rom the 
l e t t e r . 

" . . . F inancia l ly the f ra te rn i ty 
s e e m s to be in excellent shape. . .far 
m o r e than might na tura l ly be expected 
after the war y e a r s of cur ta i led activity. 
Dr . Stow informs us that U. S. Govern
ment bonds to the amount of $3800.00 
a r e on deposit in the Secur i ty National 
Bank of Norman, Oklahoma. As Reg i s 
t r a r of the E ta Sigma Phi Medal, Dr . 
Stow r e p o r t s a ba lance in that fund of 
between $350.00 and $400.00. Cur ren t 
funds to the amount of $355.70 have been 
sent to the executive s e c r e t a r y by 
Kinchen W. Exum, acting editor of The 
Nuntius, and t r e a s u r e r during the war 
per iod . This amount is now on deposit 
in the M e r c a n t i l e - C o m m e r c e National 
Bank of St. Louis . The National T r e a s 
u r e r ' s r e p o r t of June 30 shows a ba lance 
of $85.65 in his p o s s e s s i o n which in
cluded only funds collected by h im s ince 
las t Apr i l 4. 

" . . . We (Members of Board of 
T r u s t e e s ) , m u s t al l pull together and 
each contr ibute his sha re of thought and 
action. A se r ious weakness in the pas t 
has been the fa i lure on the pa r t of m o s t 
of us to keep in c lose touch with what i s 
going on. . . The m e m b e r s of the 
Board hope that the undergradua te of
f i c e r s will feel f ree to call upon us at 
any t ime for such help and advice as we 
can give them. . . " 



P r o f e s s o r Wagener a l so s t a tes in his 
l e t t e r that the National F r a t e r n i t y i s 
composed, at p re sen t , of a to ta l of 1 3 
act ive chap te rs . A campaign has been 
launched to reac t iva te as many of the 
inactive chap te rs as poss ible . M r . 
F r a n k Tatum, grand v ice -pres iden t , 
working in conjunction with P r o f e s s o r 
Will iam C. Korfmacher , executive s e c 
r e t a r y , has repor ted the format ion of 
his commit tee on Expansion. Each 
m e m b e r of th i s commit tee has been a l lo
cated a t e r r i t o r y in which to begin the 
campaign. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S 
CIRCULAR L E T T E R 

P r o f e s s o r William C Korfmacher , 
newly elected executive s e c r e t a r y of Eta 
Sigma Phi and editor of The Nuntius, 
sent out a form le t te r to the faculty ad
v i s e r s of Chapter of Eta Sigma Phi , in 
May of th is y e a r . The purpose of this 
l e t t e r was to gain per t inen t informat ion 
about the existing chap te r s , and those 
which existed f o r m e r l y . 

Four quest ions were asked: Is your 
chapter at p resen t Act ive? If not, a r e 

.you likely to have an act ive chapter next 
y e a r ? If you have an active chapter , 
what a r e the names and a d d r e s s e s - -
school and home--of the chapter offi
c e r s ? What a r e the n a m e s and a d d r e s s 
e s - - s c h o o l and Kome—of all the m e m 
b e r s of the chap t e r ? 

The r e sponse to the l e t t e r was ve ry 
encouraging. Seventeen chap te r s r e 
por ted that they were act ive, and many 
sent r e p o r t s of t he i r ac t iv i t i es . The fol
lowing is a l i s t of the chap te r s r epo r t ed 
to be active: Alpha Theta Chapter , 
Hunter College; Alpha P s i Chapter , 
Washington and Jefferson College; Up
silon Chapter , Mis s i s s ipp i State College 
for Women; Westhampton College, Uni
ve r s i t y of Richmond; Alpha Upsilon 
Chapter , College of Wooster ; Sigma 
Chapter , Miami Univers i ty of Ohio; 
Alpha Epsi lon Chapter , Lehigh Univer
sity; Univers i ty of South Dakota; Alpha 
Xi Chapter , Washington Univers i ty; 

Alpha P i Chapter , Gettysburg College; 
Epsi lon Chapter , State Universi ty of 
Iowa; Universi ty of Il l inois; Omega 
Chapter , College of Will iam and Mary; 
Alpha Omicron Chapter , Lawrence Col
lege; Be ta Zeta Chapter , Saint Louis 
Universi ty. 

Many other colleges repor ted that 
due to the war they had been forced to 
become inactive. The following a r e the 
chapters which repor ted the i r inact iva-
tion: 

Univers i ty of Michigan; Universi ty of 
Kentucky; Univers i ty of Kansas; Morn
ingside College; Westmins ter College; 
Universi ty of Missour i ; Univers i ty of 
Vermont ; Louis iana State Universi ty; 
Univers i ty of Pennsylvania . 

Many of the schools which repor ted 
that the i r chap te r s had been inactivated 
expressed the hope that within the next 
y e a r or two they would be able to r e f o r m 
the i r chap te r s . 

REPORTS F R O M CHAPTERS 
TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Many of the chapters which answered 
P r o f e s s o r Kor fmacher ' s le t ter included 
r e p o r t s of the i r act iv i t ies . 

We have included a few of them in 
th i s addition of The Nuntius,and hope to 
be able to r e p o r t on many m o r e during 
the coming y e a r . 

The Alpha Epsi lon Chapter at Lehigh 
Univers i ty included in i ts r e p o r t to the 
executive s e c r e t a r y a l i s t of i t s ac t iv i 
t i e s . This chapter m e e t s once a month 
to d i s c u s s some work of a Greek or 
Roman author . Some of t h e s e works a r e 
The Clouds, Menaechmi , Apology, 
Nicomachean Eth ics , and De R e r u m 
Natura . The l as t meet ing took the form 
of a picnic. 

M r . He rbe r t Tucker , national p r e s i 
dent, r e p o r t s that the Omega Chapter at 
the College of Will iam and Mary began 



the yea r with an open house for all new 
students of Greek and Lat in. During the 
year Dr . Miller of the Depar tment of 
Philosophy at the College and Dr . 
Raphael Demos of Harvard addressed 
them. A movie was sponsored, " T h e 
Las t Days of P o m p e i i . " The Omega 
Chapter also concluded the y e a r ' s ac 
t iv i t i es with a picnic. 

The Alpha P i Chapter of Get tysburg 
College initiated P ro fe s so r Whitney J. 
Oates, Pr ince ton Universi ty a s an 
honorary member on May 13, 1947. 

The meet ings of the Agnes Scott 
Chapter a r e held at the home of the 
faculty adviser . At the beginning of the 

year a topic i s chQsen and it s e r v e s as 
a b a s i s f o r d i scuss ion at the mee t ings . 

P r o f e s s o r Marcus W. Coll ins, cha i r 
man of the depa r tmen t of Sociology at 
Pennsylvania College for Women, and 
visi t ing l e c t u r e r in sociology at St. Louis 
Univers i ty during the s u m m e r , was in
i t iated as an honorary m e m b e r of the 
Beta Zeta Chapter of St. Louis Univer
sity on August 1, 1947. 

During 1946-47, in conjunction with 
the Saint Louis Univers i ty C lass i ca l 
Club, Beta Zeta Chapter held a s e r i e s 
of mee t ings at which the " C l a s s i c a l 
Roots of L i t e r a r y T y p e s " was the sub
jec t . The Chapter also sponsored i ts an
nual High School' Lat in Contest and 
F r e s h m a n College La t in Contest. 


